
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                        SEPTEMBER 18, 2016 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 18th  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 462 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, there is a part of me that seems to know the 
right way to be and the right thing to do in any situation in 
which I find myself.  It is constantly advising me.  In general, I 
follow its advice, because if I don’t I feel censured.  I have 
grown accustomed to living under its scrutiny, and to being 
continuously evaluated and corrected.  In fact, I take living in 
this condition to be normal.  I was taught to think of you as 
supporting and encouraging this obedient and compliant way 
of life.  There is also within me an insistence that I question 
and examine this advice I am given.  This insistence is resolute, 
and it seems not to be focused on obedience and compliance.  
I am thinking that actually this insistence is of you, and you are 
offering me a choice. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 16:1-13 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 391 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 275 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:30  Lunch 
MONDAY   1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for September 25, 2016 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16; 

1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31. 
FYI 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  We will also 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jenny Goldgur and Richard Egan. 
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This symbol is known as a “Triquetra.” 
It is a symbol for the Trinity. 
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Ordinary Time – 18th Sunday after Pentecost (Luke 16:1-13) 
 When first read, this text is incomprehensible. However, when 
we internalize the text, it becomes illuminating. The story describes 
an internal relationship that God works to develop in us, one side 
of the relationship is represented by the “rich man,” and the other 
side by the “manager.” 

The word translated as rich is a Greek word meaning “wealthy,” 
or figuratively meaning “abounding with.” We can internalize the 
rich man and describe it psychologically as our “Parent Ego State.” 
The Parent is an aspect of our Ego that functions like a ROM [Read 
Only Memory] drive in a computer. The Parent stores all the wealth 
from our past: what we heard and what we saw, all the information 
about how to live and act, what is appropriate and not, what to 
expect, how to survive. The Parent functions like two books, one of 
instructions and one of etiquette, which originated in the 
environment in which we were raised, and which is drawn on for 
advice about how to live, especially how to live correctly. Our 
Parent is full of (wealthy in) all this valuable material, and the Ego 
uses it to help us navigate life. The Parent is also “avaristic” [the 
meaning of the word “mammon”]. Avarice is “an immoderate 
desire for wealth or gain”; the word describes the tendency to be 
acquisitive, and hold onto what we acquire. Our Parent holds onto 
and guards its content, welcomes anything that resonates with its 
content, and is critical of and shuns anything that does not adhere 
to its standards. 

The word translated as manager is a Greek word referring to “a 
house-distributor, i.e. manager, or overseer.” We can internalize 
the manager and describe it psychologically as our “Adult Ego 
State.” The Adult is the aspect of our Ego whose task it is to arrange 
and maintain a balance between 1) the demands and requirements 
of our Parent, 2) our own innate needs, and 3) the reality of the 
exterior world. The Adult takes the information stored in our 
Parent and figures out how to use it to survive. “Manage” is an 
accurate description of what our Adult does. 
 In the eyes of our Parent, our Adult is always squandering 
resources because the Adult is not primarily focused on adhering 
to the standards of the Parent. The Adult is interested in practical 

survival. It pursues this by striving to modify the demands of our 
Parent to make them more applicable in the actual world in which 
we live. In this sense the Adult is “shrewd,” a word which means 
“wise/prudent;” it is practical. Our Parent can and will commend 
these adjustments made by our Adult, which by the Parent’s 
standards are dishonest, because ultimately the Parent also has the 
intent of our survival. The issue we all face is that sometimes our 
Parent’s guidance is too idealistic and not very related to the actual 
world in which we live. It is more related to the world lived in by 
someone from our past. The Adult’s efforts to modify the unjust 
[out of balance] content in which our Parent is wealthy make for a 
friendlier internal environment which will provide a lasting home 
for us to live in. 
 One way to think about Christianity is to understand it as a 
religious way to describe how a more balanced and functional 
relationship between our Parent and our Adult is brought about. 
The part of God we call Christ works to increase our Adult’s ability 
to interact with our Parent.  Christ does this by helping our Adult 
recognize our Parent’s advice as guidance from our past, think 
about that guidance, and then make adjustments to it as that 
becomes necessary. Among other things, Christ helps us examine 
the roles we inherited, the information and conclusions we 
assimilated, to see if they are still adequate for life in the present. A 
promise is made to anyone who makes this effort—if we are faithful 
[the Greek word is trustworthy] in making this effort to examine 
what we inherited as it relates to small areas of our life, we will be 
able to do the same thing in more significant areas of our life, and 
our lives will become better balanced inwardly and outwardly. A 
caution is also given—if we are dishonest [the Greek means unjust 
or imbalanced] in making this effort, then basically our life will 
remain the same. If we have not been faithful [trustworthy] in 
dealing with the unjust [imbalanced] material with which our Parent 
is full, we will not be trusted with the “true riches” [the word 
“riches” is not in the Greek; the Greek says “truthful,” from a root 
meaning “true, as not being concealed”]. In other words, we will not 
be trusted with what is true of us and now needs to come into our 
awareness. Translation: if we are not able to engage and modify the 



content of our Parent [what we assimilated that really belongs to 
another person or time], we will not be able to receive what is truly 
ours, because what we inherited will once again overwhelm what 
is deeply and personally ours. Until our Adult has been able to 
manage and modify the idealistic and judgmental nature of our 
Parent, it is not safe for us to know what lies in our unconscious, 
and what lies there will not be disclosed to us. We cannot serve 
two masters: either we will serve God [this word means “the 
supreme Divinity”], that which works for equitable and fair 
treatment for all of who we are; or we will serve Mammon [the 
word is “Mammonas,” and means avarice]; we will serve that 
within us which holds onto and serves what we inherited. 
 Christ offers us opportunities to examine the content of our 
Parent all the time. Some of these opportunities come when a) we 
do not feel right doing as we were told or were raised; b) we are 
encouraged to question and challenge some way of thinking or 
acting that is taken for granted; c) we are moved to go against the 
grain or think outside the box; or d) we are visited by the sense that 
something important is missing even though we are not able to 
articulate what it is in the moment. Think of these as Christ’s ways 
of encouraging the Adult function in us, of encouraging us to be 
wise, shrewd and prudent, by opening to the examination and 
exploration of what we inherited, by pondering the thoughts and 
feelings that come to us in this exploration, and then noticing 
where these thoughts and feelings take us. To comply with our 
Parent in an unthinking way robs us of the experience of 
participating in our own life. Rebelling against or defying our Parent 
does the same thing. Working in a thoughtful and deliberate way 
to arrive at a place of greater internal balance brings a unique sense 
of being an individual. It also brings a deeply rooted and grounded 
sense of God’s presence, since God is the one who initiates and 
orchestrates this internal development in us all. 

 [Jim Robie, 9-15-16, 18th Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle C, Luke 16:1-13] 

  
 

 
 


